USPS Monthly Broadcast for July 2010
Getting New Members Will Be Easier
In the chief’s message at district conferences this spring, I said Membership is Job #1, and the Board of Directors just made it easier. Two important events will take place on 1 Dec. 2010: The $25 initiation fee will go away (the ABC3 course price will increase to $26 to cover the revenue shortfall), and squadrons will be able to offer 6 months’ free membership to students who complete ABC3 and meet membership requirements. —Frank Dvorak


USPS Runs on Information—We Need You
We are in desperate need of members with IT experience. If you have experience with C++, PERL, PHP, SQL or Linux and would like to help, please contact John Bradley. —Dave Hinders


Mary Catherine Berube Becomes USPS Executive Director
Effective with the June board meeting, Mary Catherine Berube was promoted to USPS Executive Director reporting directly to the board. —Frank Dvorak


Update Your Public Contact
Having a Public Contact in your squadron is essential, as we refer interested boaters to that person whenever possible. Make sure your squadron has a designated Public Contact. —Dave Hinders
READ MORE http://usps-bulletin.blogspot.com/2010/05/public-contact-update.html


Marketing & Public Relations Update
If your squadron isn’t receiving regular information from the Marketing & Public Relations Committee, contact your district commander to find out why. The committee regularly distributes information to district public relations officers for further dissemination. We encourage all executive and public relations officers to join the Marketing/PR Goup on sailangle.com to get the latest information. Learn more about squadron planning and marketing by visiting PROLOG. —Greg Scotten


File Squadron and District Histories
All district and squadron commmanders should ensure that their historians or secretaries have filed their 2009–2010 history forms either by DB2000 or paper form sent to their district historian, who will foward it to the Historian Committee. —Louis M. Reitz


District/Squadron Administrative Officer Leadership Training
The District and Squadron Administrative Officer Training course, piloted at the Annual Meeting in Orlando, is traveling to a city near you. Sitting and incoming administrative officers can participate in this exciting leadership training opportunity in 11 locations across the country, including New Orleans (D/15), Puerto Rico (D/33) and during the USPS Governing Board Meeting in Bellevue, Wash. (D/16).
On 9 Oct., District 8 will host the beta test for the newly developed Executive Officer Training course, which will be formally introduced during the 2011 Annual Meeting in Orlando, Fla. Completing the Administrative Officer Training is a prerequisite for the new course, so sign up now or get more information at www.usps.org/national/ot. —Anita F. Walker
READ MORE http://usps-bulletin.blogspot.com/2010/06/districtsquadron-administrative-officer_09.html


Communication Committee News
The Communications Committee evaluates district and squadron newsletters and websites and presents certificates to those hardworking folks whose efforts deserve national recognition. Now, district and squadron commanders can order the new “Distinctive Communicator” pins to bestow on their editors and webmasters during change of watch ceremonies. The pins currently can be purchased for $2.25 each (item 05-55-106) from USPS customer service by calling 888-367-8777 ext 235. 

The committee also needs volunteers to help evaluate websites and provide feedback on the new requirements. If you know someone who can help, have that person contact Robert Boal. —Brenda Joyce


Independence Day Observance
USPS headquarters will be closed on Monday, 5 July 2010, in observance of Independence Day. —Mary Catherine Berube


Enhanced Security—The Next Step
In last month’s broadcast, John Bradley posted a reminder that the time for switching from ZIP code to PIN to log on to the USPS website is rapidly approaching. At last check, only 2% of members had selected a security question. —Dave Hinders
READ MORE http://usps-bulletin.blogspot.com/2010/06/enhanced-security-next-step.html


We Want You!
A similar slogan was used to recruit volunteers during the two world wars. If you want to volunteer for a position in USPS, but don’t know how to get started, click the link below and fill out a resume. The Committee on Nominations will take it from there. We want you! —Ken Link
READ MORE www.usps.org/national/comnom


Expand Your Boating Horizon Flier Now Available
Squadrons can download the Expand Your Boating Horizon flier and add their own contact and pricing information in the blue-highlighted areas. It’s easy. One side of the flier highlights America’s Boating Course, USPS seminars, joining USPS, vessel safety checks and your squadron’s contact information. The second side lists USPS advanced courses. USPS headquarters can print the 14- x 8.5-inch brochures for $0.20 each using item number 08-30-152, or click here to download. Call me at 888-367-8777 ext. 228 with any questions or comments. —Tom Kemp


Children and Youth Mustang Life Jackets on Final Closeout 
The Ship’s Store has a limited supply of discontinued child and youth life jackets in stock. The small child’s jacket (item 05-55-078), the child's jacket (item 05-55-079) and the youth jacket (item 05-55-080) are on final closeout for $45. If you experience a problem with your order, call Rachael in USPS customer service at 888-367-8777 ext. 235. —Tom Kemp
READ MORE http://www.shopusps.org/page15.html


Bellevue Beckons
Register now for the Governing Board Meeting in Bellevue, Wash., from 29 Aug. to 5 Sept. 2010. —Mary Catherine Berube
READ MORE http://www.usps.org/newpublic2/Bellevue%20Beckons%201.pdf


USPS Announces Revamped Member Benefits Programs 
USPS has added even more value to our membership by increasing our member benefits and discounts program! Thanks to the Member Benefits Committee, USPS members will receive new travel, technology, insurance and healthcare discounts. New insurance programs will include auto and home, accidental death and dismemberment, senior age life, cancer and more. Members will receive discounts on vacations, hotels, car rentals, cell phones, online computer backup and more! More information will become available at www.usps.org as we launch these programs in the weeks to come. —Tom Kemp


Cleaning Oil From Gelcoat and Other Tips
BoatU.S. has put together some great oil spill resources in response to the Deepwater Horizon incident. —Sam Insalaco
READ MORE http://www.boatus.com/oilspill/tips.asp
