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Become your area’s go-to boating safety organization 
Your Marketing & Public Relations Committee wants to help your squadron become your community’s go-to organization for recreational boating safety. Refer to PROLOG, our electronic PR guide, to move toward that goal. Information about National Safe Boating Week and the recent oil spill was sent through your district public relations officer. Contact him or her if you did not receive this info. —Greg Scotten


Learn to create a district genealogy 
During the 2010 Governing Board in Bellevue, Wash., the Historian Committee will be hosting a presentation on how to create a district genealogy chart in addition to its usual review of district and squadron history submissions. Come and learn. —Louis M. Reitz


Educational Fund contribution reminder
Contributions to the Educational Fund should be addressed to Barbara Spraggins, Administrative Assistant, 6195 Carlyle Dr., Seven Hills, OH 44131. The Educational Fund no longer receives mail at the Florida address and envelopes containing that old address should be discarded. —Kenneth Griffing
READ MORE Ed Fund web page


Memorial Day observance
USPS headquarters will be closed on Monday, 31 May 2010, in observance of Memorial Day. —Mary Catherine Berube


Preserve your tax-exempt status
Beginning in May 2010, 501(c)(3) charitable organizations that have not filed a required 990 form for three consecutive years will automatically lose their tax-exempt status. All USPS squadrons, districts and auxiliaries are required to file form 990, 990-EZ or 990-N (for gross receipts under $25,000) each year. Treasurers will receive letters in June detailing the requirements. —Richard Peoples
READ MORE www.irs.gov/eo


PIN code cutover draws near
USPS has been distributing PIN codes with dues notices for more than a year. The time is approaching when a logon with the PIN code will be required to accomplish any secure or job-related use of the website. You can set up your security profile at www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/tools/security/question.cgi. If you forget your PIN, ITCom has two videos demonstrating how to recover it. —John R. Bradley


Increase awareness of USPS mission
At a recent Operations Training session at Chain-O-Lakes Sail & Power Squadron, attendees discussed USPS’ current mission statement and decided to post it in their newsletters and on their website to remind members of the higher purpose of membership. —William M. Bellinger


Learn about cooperative charting at interactive workshop
During the 2010 Governing Board meeting in Bellevue, Wash., the Cooperative Charting Committee will hold an interactive workshop, tentatively scheduled for Friday, 3 Sept. 2010, from 1400 to 1700. First introduced at the 2010 Annual Meeting in Orlando, the workshop gives participants a chance to learn more about cooperative charting from committee members. Representatives from NOAA and the Army Corps of Engineers will also be on hand to answer questions. Numerous workstations will cover different program areas. Please contact me if you’d like specific topics or problems addressed. If you participate in cooperative charting or just want to learn more, please plan to attend. —Jim Strothers


Check out the Ship’s Store
Don’t forget to check the Ship’s Store for all your USPS needs. Get a professional look with our vessel examiner and certified instructor shirts, and keep cool wearing our men’s and women’s hats. Shop for uniform supplies and gifts for special members, and display your USPS pride by wearing one of our great shirts or jackets. If you need a new ensign for your vessel, we’ve got you covered! Order online or call 888-367-8777 ext. 0 for fast delivery. —Ann Frenz
READ MORE www.shopusps.org


New Learn From the Best fliers now in stock
The newly revised Learn From the Best brochures can be ordered in shrink-wrapped bundles of 25 from USPS headquarters. The new fliers incorporate more information about USPS, along with information about America’s Boating Course 3rd Edition, our seminars and boating courses. A must for every USPS venue! —Tom Kemp
READ MORE www.usps.org/national/pr/catalog3.html


USPS University fliers back in stock
We’ve received reprints of the USPS University fliers. They’re shrink wrapped in packs of 25, and they’re FREE! (Shipping and handling charges apply.) The item number for ordering is 09-63-101. —Tom Kemp
READ MORE www.usps.org/national/pr/catalog3.html


Small Boat Skills DVD update
The Educational Department’s Small Boat Skills DVD covers operation, necessary equipment and handling tips. Viewers will learn how to responsibly operate a small boat, adding to their boating enjoyment. The DVD covers fishing, paddling, runabouts and personal watercraft. They are ideal for giveaways at USPS public venues. Television stations can also use the DVD or individual segments to fulfill their public information requirements. We have plenty, and they’re FREE! (Shipping and handling charges apply.) Order under item number 07-26-104. —Tom Kemp
READ MORE www.usps.org/national/pr/catalog3.html


Success stories needed
A lot of great things are happening in USPS. Many squadrons have successful programs, and we’d like to share your stories with the entire organization. Please send a brief write-up with photos to me at the e-mail below, and we will create a place on our website where everyone can go to get ideas. —Tom Kemp


Take our navigation survey
USPS is a partner in the Alliance for Safe Navigation with NOAA, OceanGrafix, Jeppesen C-Map, BoatU.S. and SeaTow Foundation. We are striving to enhance navigation awareness and need your help. Please complete the survey below, and get your squadron members and friends to participate as well. —Bob Sweet
READ MORE www.surveymonkey.com/s/PJ2CFNB


Subscribe to the USPS Stargazer blog
The Ensign’s longtime stargazer, Arnold Medalen, now publishes a weekly online star calendar. This blog is a great resource for JN and N students and instructors. Subscribe to the feed to get weekly updates in your e-mail inbox or feed reader. —Kelly Anderson
READ MORE uspsstargazer.wordpress.com


Connect with The Ensign on Facebook
The Ensign has a new Facebook page. Come check it out, become a fan and let us know what else you’d like to see on our page or in the magazine. We hope to see you there soon! —Kelly Anderson
READ MORE www.facebook.com/topic.php?uid=116086441737579&topic=91#!/pages/The-Ensign-magazine-US-Power-Squadrons/116086441737579?ref=ts.


Nonmember exams 
Exams can now be ordered for nonmembers. Please follow the procedure on the Educational Department home page for enrolling students in USPS University and ordering exams. Nonmembers will get a certificate number that may be used for all future courses and seminars and will become their membership number upon joining USPS. Each student should be enrolled only once. —Eugene Molteni
READ MORE www.usps.org/national/eddept/main.htm


Squadron environmental program model
Many thanks to Karen Ann Flinn and other environmental advocates from Jones Beach Power Squadron for sharing details of the squadron's environmental program. If your squadron is trying to jump start its environmental program, the Jones Beach Power Squadron model is a great one to follow. —Sam Insalaco
READ MORE www.sailangle.com/group-message/index/groupid/2120


Prize drawing in Bellevue
The “take a course, enter to win a prize” contest ends 30 June 2010, and the drawing will be held during the USPS Governing Board meeting in Bellevue, Wash., this September! —Herman Green
READ MORE usps-news.blogspot.com/2009_08_01_archive.html#4965843844130132005


Bellevue beckons—USPS Governing Board meeting 1–5 Sept.
Time is fast approaching for the Fall Governing Board. Make your hotel and event reservations before departing on summer vacation. Take advantage of the early bird specials and register before 30 July. —Trudy Brown
READ MORE www.usps.org/national/natmeetings




