USPS Monthly Broadcast for May 2010
Membership Challenge Rules Changed
The rules for the Membership Challenge have been changed to make the program fair to smaller squadrons. According to the new rules, the squadron with the most new members during 2010 will receive three airline tickets to Orlando for the 2011 Annual Meeting, and the squadron with the greatest percentage gain in membership will also receive three airline tickets to Orlando. —Frank A. Dvorak


Membership on the Ship’s Store Committee
If you know a USPS member who would like to serve on the national level, please pass along this information. 
Be the first to view the new Ship's Store merchandise. Meet and greet USPS members from all over the country. Volunteers are required to work two half-days or the equivalent during one national meeting a year. No sales experience necessary, just plenty of smiles. Join the men and women on this committee who have fun and receive benefits as well. Contact me today. —Ann Frenz


Public Relations Update
If your squadron has public relations needs, please contact the national Marketing & Public Relations Committee. We're eager to help. We're also taking presentation requests for the 2010 Governing Board this fall. Flip through the PROLOG for more PR information and advice. —Greg Scotten


Boating Season is Seminar Season
Winter’s finally over and a boater’s thoughts turn to—what else—boating. It’s the perfect time to offer the USPS University Seminar Series at local marine dealers, destination retailers and anywhere the public gathers. 
HQ marketing can support your efforts with brochures, window fliers and newspaper ads. They can be printed and shipped to you, or you can download them for free and add your individual squadron information. Squadrons that give seminars every month make money and see 10 to 15 percent membership increases. Remember, unused seminars may be returned for credit. Call me at 888-367-8777 x 228 with any questions. —Tom Kemp
READ MORE http://www.usps.org/national/pr/Seminartrifolds.html


New USPS Info Flier Available
A new “Learn From The Best” flier will soon be available for distribution. It’s updated with new information on America’s Boating Course 3rd Edition, a listing of all our current seminars and practical boating courses, and a more detailed information request tear-off tab. It has the same item number as the old flier, 08-30-151. You can find it in the online Marketing & Public Relations Committee catalog. —Tom Kemp
READ MORE http://www.usps.org/national/pr/catalog3.html


Operations Manual Update
The Operations Manual Committee has updated the manual’s Appendix A, which is now titled “Using this Manual.” This six-page section includes information on searching for information in the Operations, Secretary’s, Treasurer’s, Membership and Squadron Development manuals. Users are encouraged to review this section and submit constructive comments to the committee. —Harry Hebb
READ MORE http://www.usps.org/national/om/html/download.htm


Participate in the Inflatable Life Jacket World Record
The National Safe Boating Council and Canadian Safe Boating Council are teaming up to set a world record! USPS boaters, boating safety instructors and anyone who would like to join in the fun are encouraged to participate in “Inflatable Life Jacket World Record Day.” Participants across North America will simultaneously inflate an inflatable life jacket to set a record on 20 May 2010 at 1100 EDT/0800 PDT. 
The event will usher in 2010 National Safe Boating Week, 22–28 May. Squadrons are encouraged to participate and/or organize local events. —Bob Miller
READ MORE http://www.readysetinflate.com


2010 IBWSS Recap
The USPS Board of Directors attended the International Boating and Water Safety Summit in March 2010. To read a summary of the event, click the link below. —Mary Catherine Berube
READ MORE http://usps-bulletin.blogspot.com/2010/04/notes-from-2010-international-boating.html


New DVD Available
In a couple of weeks, squadrons will receive copies of the new Small Boat Skills DVD from USPS headquarters. The video was produced by the Educational Department in partnership with the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety through a grant from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund administered by the U.S. Coast Guard.
Small Boat Skills acts as a primer to help new and intermediate boaters get the most out of different on-the-water activities. The DVD includes sections on fishing, family fun, paddling and personal watercraft riding, and each section is presented by an expert, such as bass angling icon Roland Martin. This DVD is ideal for classroom use, and a one-hour version is available for local television broadcast. —Herman Green
READ MORE http://usps-bulletin.blogspot.com/2010/04/new-small-boat-skills-dvds.html


Laser Fire Extinguisher Training System
Thanks to the Educational Fund, USPS has a $12,000 laser-based fire extinguisher training system, which primarily will be used for Boat Operator Certification and promoting USPS at boating events. Contact Jack Fletcher for BOC use. Use of the system will be scheduled through HQ marketing. Squadrons or districts will need to pay for shipping the unit both ways. —Bob Sweet
READ MORE http://www.usps.org/national/eddept


